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INTRODUCTION

Call to Worship
‘I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth’

All Out of the darkness came light

And the power of God was revealed
In the running wave and the flowing air
In the quiet earth and the shining stars.

All  Out of the dust came life

And the image of God was revealed
In the human frame and the gentle heart
In the warmth of flesh and the depth of soul.

All  Out of justice came freedom

And the wisdom of God was revealed
In the need to grow and the power to choose.

All  And God looked at creation

And behold it was very good.
All ‘I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall 
Continually be in my mouth’

Hymn Jesus lover of my soul 
Let us pray.

Living God, our loving parent: you cherish your creation and we praise you.
With our lips, with our lives, in all our diversity, each one made in your image,
we praise you.
Because in Jesus, you came to share our human lives, our sorrow and our 
joy, we praise you.
Because your Spirit is at work today; encouraging, enabling, surprising us,
we praise you.
Salt of the earth, you give us meaning and purpose and we praise you.

All Amen

Prayer of Confession
Salt is good, but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it?
Giving God, you blessed us with saltiness,

All But we became bland.

You trusted us with your word
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All But we did not keep it

You lit a flame in our midst 
All But we hid it under formality and smothered it with our fears

God in your mercy, forgive us 
 (silence)

Forgiving God we believe that you have called us
All  To be salt and light

That you offer us time, space and strength
All  To begin again

 (silence)
Giving and forgiving God

All  We thank you

May almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, forgive you your sins and 
bring you to eternal life. 

All Amen 

Have salt in yourself and be at peace with one another. 
All Amen 

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 
pray and to give more than we either desire or deserve:
Pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things 
of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we 
are not worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. 

All Amen 

Readings
New Testament Reading Philemon 1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to 
Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the church in your house:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I 
hear of your love for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus. 
I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you 
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perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received 
much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to 
do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, 
Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I 
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is 
indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own 
heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of 
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but 
I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good 
deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the 
reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him 
back for ever, no longer as a slave but as more than a slave, a beloved 
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that 
to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. 
I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let 
me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 
Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do 
even more than I say.

This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God

Hymn Sing to Jesus
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 14 25-33

All Glory to you O Lord
Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: “If 
anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person 
cannot be my disciple. And whoever does not carry their cross and follow 
me cannot be my disciple.

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? For if 
you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it 
will ridicule you, saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to 
finish.’
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“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he 
first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to 
oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not 
able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and 
will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, those of you who do not give 
up everything you have cannot be my disciples.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
All Praise to you O Christ

Sermon
Hymn: Wonderful Merciful Saviour
Intercessions ending with
The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 Hallowed be thy Name.
 Thy Kingdom come. 
 Thy will be done in earth, 
 As it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,
 As we forgive them that trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,
 The power, and the glory,
 For ever and ever.
 Amen.

Blessing
Giving God, bless all who have gathered to worship you this day, may they 
know the fullness of your presence at every meal and in all their sharing.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 
you all and all those on your heart, this day and forever more.  

All Amen
Go in the peace of Christ

All Thanks be to God
Hymn: City of God


